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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To accurately and inexpensively recognize 
an obstacle having the possibility of contact with a vehicle, and a 
distance upto the obstacle. 

SOLUTION: A position for measuring a distance is set within a 
photographing range of an image pick-up means for imaging a vehicular 
circumference, and a focal point of a photographing lens of the image 
pick-up means is adjusted in a range finding position based on an image 
signal from the image pick-up means. A distance upto the range finding 
position is calculated based on a position of the photographing lens and 
a focal distance thereof when focus- adjusted in the range finding 
position, calculated distance information is composed to an image of the 
vehicular circumference image-Dicked up by the image pick-up means to 
be displayed. The distance upto the obstacle is accurately recognized 
without using an expensive distance measuring instrument. 
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